
1

LIGHTNING IS A SEVERE HAZARD THAT MUST BE VIEWED SERIOUSLY

Introduction

According to media reports, Singapore has an average of 0.35 lightning 
deaths per million people each year, compared to 0.2 in Britain and 0.6 in 
the United States, making it one of the lightning capitals of the world. The 
months of April, May, October and November are the most lightning-prone 
because of the intense inter-monsoon weather conditions. In addition, with 
an average of around 167 thunderstorm days a year, lightning strikes are a 
potential safety hazard for anyone engaging in outdoor activities in 
Singapore.

Sharing of Lightning Incident

On 28 Apr 14, my regular golf kaki had a close encounter at Tanjong 
Puteri. At about 1330 hrs, it started drizzling, and within a few minutes, 
they heard a loud bang. One of the palm trees at the golf course was hit by 
a bolt of lightning, and it truly shattered them, and they immediately 
headed for the nearest shelter. The club only sounded the siren for 
lightning risk a few minutes later. The picture taken by my friends are 
illustrated below.
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Tree struck by lightning at Tanjong Puteri
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In a separate incident which happened when the back nine was just 
opened, one of our trees on hole 16 was also struck by lightning.
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Point where original ball 
last crossed the margin 
of the water hazard

Lightning Safety Policy in SCC

The Meteorological Service Service, National Environment Agency (“NEA”) 
conducts a continuous watch  for occurrence or expected occurrence of 
thunderstorm and lightning within an area ok 6 km radius of SCC. Once SCC 
has received notice 15-30 min in advance of lightning risk, the marshals will 
be informed and the siren will be sounded 10 minutes before the actual time 
to ensure that all golfers are safe and under shelter.

Conclusion

SCC insists that all members adhere to the lightning safety policy. Failure to 
do so is at your own risk and we accept no liability for any Member or Guest 
who fails to co-operate with any decision to suspend play and close the 
course.
It is not the responsibility of staff to retrieve clubs, equipment or trolleys from 
the course during a lightning storm where play has been suspended, as their 
safety may be jeopardized.
Please note that golf buggies do NOT give protection from lightning.

LTC Chin Seng Heng
Vice Capt, Green Committee


